CHAPTEE VI

THE  SELECTIVE AND ELECTIVE FUNCTIONS OF
THE HOUSE OF COMMONS

THEBB is one function of the House of Com-
mons, which is not legally and seldom even con-
ventionally recognised, but which is of extreme
value and interest, It is a place where men are
tested for practical statesmanship, and where they
are sifted and selected. In Parliament, politicians
of all degrees of capacity are exhibited to the country,
" so that when men of ability are wanted they can
be found, without anxious search or perilous trial."*
The House is a great arena and training ground
for public men; here they have the opportunity of
showing their mettle, and displaying those qualities
of mind and character, which distinguish the sheep
from the shepherd, and the rulers from the ruled,
Here, by a long process of reversed gravitation, the
larger intellects, through years of friction and
contest, gradually rise to the surface, while lighter
and smaller men settle down in the obscurer depths;
and it is by the results of this elaborate competitive
examination that the House chooses its prize-winners
and leaders, The test may not be perfect, but it is

* See the article by Mr. Parton, in the Atlantic Monthly,

vol. 25, p. 148.
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